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Bovine Trichomonosis
Bovine trichomonosis is a venereal disease of cattle 
caused by the protozoa Tritrichomonas foetus.           
The organiThe organismsm lives in the folds of the penis and internal  lives in the folds of the penis and internal 
sheath in bullsheath in bulls, and colonis, and colonizes the vagina, cervix, uterus zes the vagina, cervix, uterus 
and oviducts and oviducts of cows.  It causes of cows.  It causes aabbororttiionon and  and exextendtended ed 
calving seasonscalving seasons.  Bulls wi.  Bulls will remain persistently infectll remain persistently infected ed 
and spreand spread inad infection from fection from cow to cocow to cow duw during naturing natural ral 
serviservice, hoce, howewever, cover, cows gews generally clnerally cleaear infection after r infection after           
two to three heat cycles.  Bulls over four two to three heat cycles.  Bulls over four years olyears old are     d are     
the main reservoir of infectithe main reservoir of infection in a herd.   on in a herd.   
  

California Trichomonosis PrograCalifornia Trichomonosis Program m 
TrichomonosiTrichomonosis is a serious s is a serious economieconomic threat to California’s c threat to California’s 
beef herds.  beef herds.  The CaliforniThe California Cattlemen’en’s Association s Association and thand th
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a trichomonosis a trichomonosis contcontrol program.  rol program.  

the California the California 
Department of Food Department of Food 
and Agriand Agricultuculture re 
(CDFA) devel(CDFA) developed a oped a 
program that program that became became 
effective ineffective in
SeptembeSeptember 2r 2003. 003. 
  
Since then, 156 Since then, 156 
veterinaveterinarianrians have s have 

been approved for trichombeen approved for trichomonosionosis sampling, and 61 s sampling, and 61 
laboratorilaboratories have been approved for testing.  About 180 es have been approved for testing.  About 180 
infected hinfected herderds have bes have been en diagndiagnosed, aosed, and CDFA officialnd CDFA officials s 
have notified have notified approximatelapproximately four to six exposey four to six exposed herds for d herds for 
each infected herd.   each infected herd.   
  

At the requeAt the request of the cattle st of the cattle industry, the control program industry, the control program 
was strengthened was strengthened with new laws that becamwith new laws that became effectie effective in ve in 
OctobOctober 20er 200707. . 
  

Trichomonosis LawTrichomonosis Lawss
TrichomonosiTrichomonosis is a s is a repreportaortableble disease.disease.    Veterinarians, Veterinarians, 
laboratorilaboratories, or es, or owneowners rs mmust repust reportort ccaasesses of  of 
trichomonositrichomonosiss to CDFA  to CDFA wwiithin tthin twwoo d daayyss of diagno of diagnosissis..
NegativNegative trichomonosis tests must be reported to e trichomonosis tests must be reported to 
CDFCDFA A wwiithin 30 daythin 30 days. s. 
  

CDFA personnel inCDFA personnel invvestigateestigate trichomotrichomonosis casesnosis cases,,
notify owners of potentially exposed cattnotify owners of potentially exposed cattle and quarantine le and quarantine 
bulls in infectbulls in infected and exposed herds.  ed and exposed herds.  Infected bulls wInfected bulls wiill be ll be 
quarantined quarantined to their facilitto their facilityy and ma and mayy  ONLY BE SONLY BE SOOLD LD 
FOR SLFOR SLAUGAUGHHTER.TER.  Additi  Additionally, three onally, three negative testnegative tests at s at 
ownowner’er’s expes expense anse arre requie required for all hred for all herdmate bullerdmate bulls, with s, with 
no less than no less than seven dseven days aays and no mond no more than 28 dre than 28 days ays 
between each test.  between each test.  OOwwnneers of exprs of exposed cattleosed cattle will be  will be 
notified by CDFA and arenotified by CDFA and are  required to test their bulls required to test their bulls 
onceonce, at their expense., at their expense.

  
Movement RequiremeMovement Requirements nts 
Bulls 18 moBulls 18 months onths off age  age and ovand over require a negativer require a negativee  
trichomonotrichomonosis test sis test wwiithinthin 60 da 60 dayyss before entering  before entering 
CaliforniaCalifornia.  Exemptions include: .  Exemptions include: 
���� Bulls going diBulls going directly to slaughter rectly to slaughter 
���� Bulls used for artificial insemination that meet   Bulls used for artificial insemination that meet   

Certified SemCertified Semen Services en Services standards standards 
���� Exhibition bulExhibition bulls not commils not commingling ngling with breeding cattle with breeding cattle 
  

Bulls entering CaliforniBulls entering California on a a on a Pasture-to-PasturePasture-to-Pasture permit  permit 
requirequire are a neg negaativtive trichomonosis test e trichomonosis test wwiithin tthin twwelelvvee  
monthsmonths.  Copies of test charts m.  Copies of test charts muust accompany permits.  st accompany permits.  
Testing Testing can be done in can be done in CaliCalifornia, or in the state of origin.   fornia, or in the state of origin.   
  

Bulls 18 moBulls 18 months onths off age  age and older soand older sold at saleld at saleyyarards inds in
alifornia ralifornia reequire aquire a negativnegative trichomonosis test e trichomonosis test wwiithin thin 
0 da0 dayys before the sales before the sale or be consigned to slaughter only.   or be consigned to slaughter only.  
igns must be postedigns must be posted at saleat saleyyardsards informing p informing prrododuceucers rs 

that without athat without a current test, bulls current test, bulls  can only go to slaughter or can only go to slaughter or 
to a slaughter-only feedlot.   to a slaughter-only feedlot.   
  

Standardized Sampling and Testing Standardized Sampling and Testing 
Sample quality and Sample quality and 
testing are critesting are critical for tical for 
diagndiagnosinosing ag and nd 
eradieradicatincating tg tririchomchomonoonosisis.  s.  
Law requiLaw requireres s training training aand nd 
approval by CDFA forapproval by CDFA for
veterinaveterinarianrians colles collectingcting
trichotrichomonmonosiosiss sa samplemples, s, 
and for laband for laboratorieoratories s 
proprocecessissing sampleng samples.s.

FFalse palse positiveositivess ca can ocn occucur, r, 
especiespecially in young bullally in young bulls. s. 

Positive cultures Positive cultures can be confirmed by Polymerase can be confirmed by Polymerase ChainChain
ReaReaction (Pction (PCR), thougCR), though coh confirmation infirmation iss no long no longer reqer requireduired..

For more informFor more informationation
Visit our web Visit our web sitesite at  at http://www.cdfa.ca.http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/gov/
ahfss/Animalahfss/Animal_He_Health/Trialth/Trichchomonoomonosisis_Infs_Info.htmo.htmll or or
e-mail questions to CDFA e-mail questions to CDFA at at trich@cdfa.ca.govtrich@cdfa.ca.gov..
California Cattlemen’s ACalifornia Cattlemen’s Asssociatiosociation can be rean can be reachched ated at
(916(916) 44) 444-04-08845 or 45 or http://www.http://www.calcattlemen.org.calcattlemen.org.

CDFA Animal Health Branch Offices 
Sacramento (HQ) 916-654-1447 
Modesto 209-491-9350 

Ontario 909-947-4462 
Redding 530-225-2140 
Tulare 559-685-3500 


